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Capital to host thi

ISIL, Iran and job
creation will all be
on the agenda at
autumn conference

Celine Mabak

ABU DHABI /f The nuciear deal
with Iran, troublé-shooting
15IL and regional job creation
art some of the topics on the
agenda at a major conference
schedaled for Detober.

The Belrut Institute Summit
in Abu Dhabi, Reconfiguri
the Arab Region and its G}nbﬁ
Epace, will tap into challenges
facmg:hqregmn

“This is not to srgwt will pa-
pet over security threats or po-
litteal economy,” said Raghida
Dergham, founder of the insti-
tuie, a regional thinktank,

“Orithe political level, therewill
be & new relationship between
the U5 and Iran in light of the
nuelear deal that is supposed to
be taking place In the next cou-
ple of months o it will be very
Important for the Arsb region to
have 2 think tank that says ‘what
dovs that mean for us and what
should be done about it?."

The presence of ISIL in the re-
glon will also be discussed.

“Unfortunately, we have things
like [1SIL] in the Arab region go
what dowe do if this Qe
na continues to wreak havoe in
the coming years?™ she said.

Smart eities in the Arab world,
the future of energy, Arib woin-
en and Innovation will alsa be
tackied. “We also want to think
ecanomically - what does this
:egaou need, how do we yo for-
ate jobs?" she said.

A

the summit was an important
step in hearing remedies for
regional problems. “There are
more and more conclaves be-
ingheld in Abu Dhabi,” he said.
“[These] highlight that the UAR
is a platform for discussion and
recommendations to the Mid-
dle East to rémedy regional ills.*
Ms Dergham, a Lebanese jour-
nalist, zaid the UAE served asa
model for the rest of the region.
"1 just eame from a conference
i Australiaand it's fascinating

Thow they're talking about having
driveriess cars in three years in
New York, " she said. "5owe need
tocatch up, Parts of the rcg':.un
like: the UAE, are catching up, but

we need to take it further”

She said Abu Dhabi represent-
cdnpﬂdmlpkuﬁiﬂqmﬂs
rebormand the that en-
a.h]ﬁi:.'l'h.elwi.isan ining
ﬂjm she said. *The dreams

ere can be executed because
there isa leadership that en-
courages that while respecting

Bairut Institute founder Raghida Dergham is In town to st up s first corfarance in Abu Dhabiin Dutobar, Lss Hosglend f The Nations|

theidentity of each emirate.”
Aseries of policy recommenida-
be taken from 120 gov-
ermment officials, private sector
individualsand NGOs.
“Therewill be fourgroups of 30
thatwill have l.nnﬁ—me—m:ord
conversation on teconfi
the Arab region pod its giobal
space,” she said. *Wewill then
produce ... policy recommenda-
tions to be delivered to policy-
mugheers throughout the wogdr.
The Mi lnulerui!conuir’n!}{fsul

ink tank summit

tan Al Mangsouri; the UAE am-
bassadar to the US; Yousef Al
Ouaiba; and du's chief executive,
Osman Sultun, eve among the
120attendecs expected.

“This is & reglon that hasa
right to normality and it hasn’t
had it for quite n long time,” Ms
Derghuim sakd,

The summit will take place ag
thie St Regis Abu Tihabi on Octo-
beri0and 11.
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